ELIJAH: GOD'S MAN FOR THE HOUR

Our story happened during the reign of the kings in
Israel, in the city of Samaria. King Ahab sat on his
throne, considering what he might do that was very wicked; a
tall, rough hewn figure suddenly arrived at the threshold of
the throneroom. In a loud voice, Elijah addressed King Ahab:
"It shall certainly be now, Ahab, that judgment will fall on
your kingdom; it shall rain no more until I give the word. I
deliver this word from the God of Israel, and act as his
messenger!"

After delivering this message, Elijah heard the word of
the Lord say to him, "Get out of here now! Go east to the
brook Cherith and I'll take care of things here--and I'll
provide for you, too."

The Brook and the Widow

The man of God recognized the voice of his Master, who
also explained that his caterers were to be Heavenly-
instructed ravens, while his drink would be from the brook.
At last, the stream also dried up, because of the terrible
famine that came over the land, drying up the fruitful land,
and turning it to barren waste. But God spoke to Elijah: "Go
to the little town Zerephath; I have told a poor widow there

to feed you." The town itself was in Sidon, a neighboring



Gentile nation. God had seen His own race so wicked that
help would come from another place. Obediently the prophet
went, and he found the little lady, who was indeed, poor; in
fact when Elijah asked her for food, she replied,

"I don't even have enough left for my own needs. This
meal and some oil is all there is, and after I feed my son
and myself this time, there's nothing else we can do but
die."

But Elijah held firm; he was sure he had gotten the
Lord's instructions right. He told the widow, "Don't be
afraid. Just make me a little cake and bring me some water
first. Then make some for you and your son. "The little
cake of meal and oil was made and brought to Elijah. He
began to eat, noticing that the woman was making another cake
for herself, then one for her son. And surely enough, the
supply of oil and the supply of meal was always there, ready
for the cook to make batter for one more cake, until such
time as the famine was over, about two years later!

The man of God lived for those two years in the widows'
home, helping with her work, staying in a loft she let have
for his use (remember the famine is still making Israel a
land of want). One day the widow's son became ill--so ill,
in fact, that the Bible says, "there was no breath left in
him".

Not knowing immediately what she should do, she said to

Elijah, "What do you mean, causing this illness?" she



complained to Elijah, feeling very helpless in the situation
which had arisen, and looking for someone to blame. "What
evil did we ever do to you?"

Elijah, distraught, requested that the lifeless body of
the boy be given him. He hurried upstairs, putting him on
his own bed, and stretching himself over his body three
times, administering a kind of mouth-to-mouth resuscitation.
Not yet seeing results, the prophet then asked his Master to
please return the boy's soul to his body, making him alive
again. The child revived, and Elijah carried him down to
his grief-stricken mother, who exclaimed, "Now I know you are
a man of God, and that God's words are true."

Ahab and the Prophets of Baal

Many days had passed. Elijah had been concealed for a
time, but now, God told him to again appear to Ahab, this
time telling him that soon rain would come. This came about
as follows: Ahab called for Obadiah, his foreman, to help him
search out grass at any of Israel's waterholes to feed their
horses and mules, near starvation by now. Obadiah happened
upon Elijah, while searching his portion of the land.
Stunned, the servant of Ahab said "Are you Elijah?

Without further ado, Obadiah said "Go tell your master
Ahab that Elijah is here".

"What? And have Ahab kill me? You know, when you
disappeared before, he was so angry because of the drought.

He had me look everywhere--and I couldn't find you. So we



asked all the surrounding nations to have you searched for
too, and then made them swear that they couldn't find you.

So we finally gave up. Now you want me to go say, 'Elijah is
at this certain spot and wants to see you'? Suppose I do
what you say--just suppose--and go get King Ahab, bring him
back, and the Spirit of the Lord whisks you off someplace
again. Wouldn't Ahab just kill me on the spot!"

"Look, I am a servant of God, too," he went on, "and
have been since my younger days. Why, when Jezebel the queen
killed the prophets of God, I hid two groups of fifty in
caves and fed them with bread and water until she calmed down
and it was safe for them to go out again. And now you want
me to tell Elijah where you are?"

Elijah then promised to be sure and see Ahab that very
day, without waiting. So Obadiah went to tell King Ahab, and
Elijah the prophet went out to meet him.

When the two men came near, Ahab snarled, "Are you the
one who is giving Israel so much trouble?"

Elijah retorted, "It is not I who am bothering Israel,
but you and your father's house, by replacing God with baal
gods, and by doing great wickedness. Here is God's
challenge: bring all the priests of Baal, 450 in all, and the
400 prophets of the groves (groves) that Jezebel keeps and

have them all meet me at Mount Carmel. Let all of Israel be

there to watch.



When everyone was gathered together, (the 400 didn't
come) they heard the voice of Elijah, "How long will you
switch back and forth Dbetween choices? If Baal is god,
serve him, but if the Lord be God, follow him. I'm the only
prophet of the Lord here, so let the other group be first.
Let us have two steers; let the 450 prophets of Baal kill
him, cut him up, and prepare their altar. Let me dress the
other steer, cut him up, and put him on my altar. Don't
light the fire. The god who answers his sacrifice by fire,
let him be god."

The prophets of Baal got their sacrifice all ready, and
began their ceremonies and worship. Of course, their
sacrifice just sat there, because Baal isn't really god.
Elijah jeered at their efforts: "Call louder! Maybe he's
talking to someone, or chasing something, or maybe he's on a
trip. Maybe he's even asleep." They called out louder, but
still nothing happened, even though the prophets had even
cut themselves trying to gain the attention of their god,
Baal.

It was the time of the evening sacrifice when at last
they gave up, definitely exhausted and bleeding. Then Elijah
said to the people, "Gather around closer." They saw Elijah
rebuild the altar of the Lord, in disrepair from neglect.
They saw him as he took twelve stones, one for each of the
tribes of Israel. Then, he dug a trench around the altar,

and placed wood in it, giving a place for the pieces of his



steer (calf) he cut it into pieces and placed them on the
altar. He then asked for four barrels of water to be poured
over the sacrifice and the wood, then said,"Do it again," and
"Do it again", for a third soaking. Then, looking toward
heaven, he prayed, "Let all these people know, Lord God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that you are the true God, and
that I am your servant--and that you are the reason I have
done all these things."

Like a flash of lightening, God answered. He sent fire
to burn up the wood, the sacrifice, the stones, and even all
the water in the trench. The people all said, "The Lord He
is God! the Lord He is God"!

Elijah got all the prophets of Baal together, took them
down to nearby brook Kishon and killed all of them, with none
left to trouble Israel again.(814)

Rain in Israel

As though something was left unfinished, Elijah spoke to
King Ahab, "You'd better hurry and eat and drink and go back
to town. I think it's going to rain!"

He and his servant went up the mountain, where Elijah
fell on his face before the Lord in prayer. After a while,
he spoke to his servant, "Go over where you can see the sea.
Tell me what is there."

"Nothing" replied the servant. Elijah sent him a second
time, after he had prayed some more.

"Still nothing."”



This was repeated, until finally the servant, on the
seventh trip, reported "a cloud, the size of a man's hand"
on the horizon. Quickly, Elijah sent word to Ahab, "Get in
your chariot and go before the rain stops you." The King
ran, but could not beat the dark clouds, wind, and rain that
soon followed. And of all sights he didn't expect to see,
Elijah (while Ahab rode in the chariot) ran alongside Ahab,
loincloth girded up, until they arrived at Jezreel, 17 miles
away! Of course, one should know that the spirit of the
Lord was on Elijah!

The Prophet Runs

When the chariot got home to Jezreel, King Ahab told his
wife Jezebel what had transpired, and how Elijah had slain
all the 450 prophets of Baal. Her fury knew no bounds. She
sent word by a messenger that she would very soon kill him,
whereupon the prophet became as afraid as he had been brave
the day before. (He didn't take into account the fact that
he needed to recover from yesterday's activities, so his
emotions were weaker than they might have been.) The
frightened man fled for his life, taking along his servant in
his flight. When they came to Beersheba, they had reached
their destination, but Elijah went on into the wilderness a
bit further, alone. Seeking a shade and a place to think, he
sat under a juniper tree. He felt so deserted by everyone
that he prayed that God would allow him to die. "I've had

enough," he said.



Soon he drifted off into a sleep, and an angel of the
Lord ministered to him when he awoke by giving him something
to eat and to drink; he was still so tired in his body that
he went to sleep, waking later at the urging of the angel to
"Eat some more--it'll give you strength". Then he slept some
more.

Changing his plan about Beersheba, he traveled for forty
days and nights, eating no more, nor sleeping, until he came
to Horeb, or Sinai, the mount of God. When he at last
arrived there, he found a cave that he thought would be
suitable for hiding.

But Elijah heard the voice of his Master: "What are you
doing here, Elijah?"

"Well, Lord, the people of Israel have turned their
backs on the only true God--they have killed all the prophets
and I'm the only one left. They're even trying to kill me
too.

Still Needed by God

Elijah's master told the exhausted man of some duties of
God's prohet which still needed to be carried out after he
rested, and that Elisha would be prophet after his turn was
over. He also encouraged Elijah by telling him of 7000
Israelites who would not bow their knee to Baal. Little did
he know at this time that God would honor him with a chariot
ride to Heaven, and with the opportunity to be one of his two

witnesses in the end times on the earth. Yes, God is very



precise about the people He chooses for all His important

tasks...and even those not quite so important.



